 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1[image: image1.wmf]
THE BYZANTINE CATHOLIC ORTHODOX INTER-COMMUNION CONCORDAT

PREAMBLE
DETERMINED to maintain the unbroken continuity of our tradition within the One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church of Jesus Christ from its inception to the present day, especially as expressed in the precepts of the Ecumenical Councils of the Undivided Church; 

ESTABLISHED in our particular identity of history, character and purpose within the constant tradition of the One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church and as expressed in its traditional formularies; and

REMAINING in Communion with all such Churches, Provinces and Dioceses throughout the world which have been established in and are faithful to the same constant tradition, to which the historic Patriarchates of Jerusalem, Alexandria, Antioch, Constantinople, Rome, are called to bear witness: 

WE, the Bishops of this Council are in Communion with each other, with expressions of concurrence of the clergy and laity thereof, hereby unite in a worldwide Council of Catholic Orthodox Churches, and invite all faithful Bishops, Churches and Provinces which uphold the principles set forth in the Fundamental Declarations herein to participate in this our solemn purpose and act. 

WE further declare that the Churches, Provinces and Dioceses of this Council desire to be in full Communion with the whole of the One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church of Christ, and in endeavoring to promote Christian Unity shall continue to regard as the minimum basis for such unity the sharing of common Scriptures, Creeds, Sacraments and Ministry. 

1. NAME
1.1 The name of this council is: 'The Inter-Communion Traditional Episkopos Synod'.
1.2 Intercommunion is based upon a mutual acknowledgement of valid apostolic orders and sacraments, as well as a common belief in the first seven ecumenical councils and the Nicene Creed. Churches and religious orders that have concordats of intercommunion with the Holy Byzantine Catholic Orthodox Church make their worship services available to one another's members as needed. Clergy from each Church may celebrate the sacraments together and for either congregation as needed or desired. Particular rites are honored and may be celebrated for one another as well. 
1.3 The term 'Traditional' as used in this context refers to that living witness of the Spirit within the Church by which her continuity is assured from age to age. It is described in a letter of 1718 AD from the Eastern Patriarchs to the English Non-Jurors: "We preserve the Doctrine of the Lord uncorrupted, and firmly adhere to the Faith He delivered to us, and keep it free from blemish and diminution, as a Royal Treasure, and a monument of great price, neither adding any thing, nor taking any thing from it;" and by St. John of Damascus: "We do not change the everlasting boundaries which our fathers have set, but we keep the Tradition, just as we received it."

1.4 The term ‘Episkopos’ comes from the Greek word episkopos (επίσκοπος, from επι  over  and σκοπος  seeing ) which can be translated bishop, overseer, superintendent, supervisor, the first, leader or foreman. From the word episkopos are derived the English words episcopacy, episcopate and episcopal. The system of church government by bishops is called episcopacy.
1.5 The term ‘Synod’ comes from the Greek συνοδος meaning  assembly  or  meeting , and it is synonymous with the Latin word concilium —  council . Originally synods were meetings of Bishops and the word is still used in that sense in Catholicism and Orthodoxy.

3. FUNDAMENTAL DECLARATIONS
3.1 In the firm conviction that "we shall be saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ," and that "there is no other name under heaven given among men by whom we must be saved," we acknowledge our duty to proclaim Christ's saving Truth to all peoples, nations and tongues. 

3.2 We acknowledge that rule of faith laid down by the St Vincent of Lerins: "Let us hold that which has been believed everywhere, always and by all, for that is truly and properly Catholic." Accordingly, we declare our intention to hold fast the One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Faith of God and to transmit the same unimpaired to our posterity.

3.3 We affirm as integral to the history and essential to the formation of this Council all of the doctrinal, moral and other theological principles set out in The Affirmation of Faith.

3.4 Each member Church or Province of this Council shall have authority to adopt its own Affirmation or Solemn Declarations consistent with The Affirmation of Faith, provided that each member Church or Province of this Council does and shall disclaim expressly any authority to amend or depart in any substantive manner from The Fundamental Declarations hereof, or to derogate from Holy Scripture, or to determine unilaterally any question of Faith or Order, the authority for determining such residing in the Bishops of this Council acting with such competent advice as may be available to it.

4. RULING PRINCIPLES
4.1 This Council retains and approves the formularies of the Affirmation of Faith. 

4.2 The standard of Faith and Worship of this Council are:

(A) The Western/Eastern Rite of  Saint Tikhon Divine Liturgy

(B) The Saint Chysostomos Divine Liturgy

(B)  (Any other Traditional Divine Liturgies)

4.3 This Council acknowledges and respects the right and responsibility of each member Church or Province to order its own internal legislative and administrative affairs in accordance with local law and custom, and not inconsistently with the Preamble, Fundamental Declarations and Ruling Principles set out in this Concordat.

4.5 Other than the final authority to determine questions of Catholic Faith and Apostolic Order (which authority resides by virtue of the nature of the Episcopal office, however, not independently of the whole Church but with the counsel and advice of the clergy, and with the assent of the whole body of the faithful), this Council does not take to itself any power to establish any legislative or judicial authority inhibiting member Churches and Provinces from establishing such local synods and tribunals or adopting such local constitutions and canons as may be appropriate to their good order and government.

5. ADMISSION TO MEMBERSHIP
5.1 Only Churches and Provinces (and other appropriate jurisdictions) which accept the terms and principles set forth in the Preamble, Fundamental Declarations and the Affirmation of Faith of this Concordat may be admitted into membership in this Council.

5.2 Petition for membership shall be made in the first instance to the Primus, and should be supported by evidence of an authoritative Synodical resolution or other appropriate evidence that the decision so to petition was lawfully taken in the petitioning body, together with a certified copy of that body's Constitution or other governing statute(s).

5.3 Upon receipt of such petition and supporting documents, the Primus shall refer the petition without delay to the Patriarchal Council, which may then seek such advice from the Advisory Committee as it may require. Before advising the Primus the Council shall take particular care to ascertain the continuity and integrity of Faith and Order within the petitioning body, making such inquiries as may be necessary in a spirit of charity.

5.4 Upon due consideration, the Patriarchal Council shall furnish a formal report to the Primus including its recommendations in the matter of the petition.

5.5 Upon receipt of a report recommending admission of the petitioning body to this Council, endorsed by not less than three-fourths of the members of the Patriarchal Council, the Primus, upon such advice and consent, may admit the body concerned to membership in this Council. 

6. The Affirmation of Faith

6.1. PRINCIPLES OF DOCTRINE
6.1. a The Nature of the Church 

We gather as people called by God to be faithful and obedient to Him. As the Royal Priestly People of God, the Church is called to be, in fact, the manifestation of Christ in and to the world. True religion is revealed to man by God. We cannot decide what is truth, but rather (in obedience) ought to receive, accept, cherish, defend and teach what God has given us. The Church is created by God, and is beyond the ultimate control of man.

The Church is the Body of Christ at work in the world. She is the society of the baptized called out from the world: In it, but not of it. As Christ's faithful Bride, she is different from the world and must not be influenced by it.

6.1. b The Essentials of Truth and Order

We repudiate all deviation of departure from the Faith, in whole or in part, and bear witness to these essential principles of evangelical Truth and apostolic Order: 

6.1. c Holy Scriptures

The Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments as the authentic record of God's revelation of Himself, His saving activity, and moral demands - a revelation valid for all men and all time. 

6.1. d The Creeds

The Nicene Creed as the authoritative summary of the chief articles of the Christian Faith, together with the "Apostles' Creed, and that known as the Creed of St. Athanasius to be "thoroughly received and believed" in the sense they have had always in the catholic church. 

6.1. e Tradition

The received Tradition of the Church and its teachings as set forth by "the ancient catholic bishops and doctors," and especially as defined by the Seven Ecumenical Councils of the undivided Church, to the exclusion of all errors, ancient and modern. 

6.1. f Sacraments

The Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation/Christmation, the Holy Eucharist, Holy Matrimony, Holy Orders, Penance and Unction of the Sick, as objective and effective signs of the continued presence and saving activity of Christ our Lord among His people and as His covenanted means for conveying His grace. In particular, we affirm the necessity of Baptism and the Holy Eucharist (where they may be had) -- Baptism as incorporating us into Christ (with its completion in Confirmation/Christmation as the "seal of the Holy Spirit"), and the Eucharist as the sacrifice which unites us to the all-sufficient Sacrifice of Christ on the Cross and the Sacrament in which He feeds us with His Body and Blood. 
6.1. g Holy Orders

The Holy Orders of bishops, priests and deacons as the perpetuation of Christ's gift of apostolic ministry to His Church, asserting the necessity of a bishop of apostolic succession (or priest ordained by such) as the celebrant of the Eucharist - these Orders consisting exclusively of men and non-practicing homosexuals in accordance with Christ's Will and institution (as evidenced by the Scriptures), and the universal practice of the Catholic Church. 

6.1. h Deaconesses

The ancient office and ministry of Deaconesses as a vocation for women, affirming the need for proper encouragement of that office.

6.1. i Duty of Bishops

Bishops as Apostles, Prophets, Evangelists, Shepherds and Teachers, as well as their duty (together with other clergy and the laity) to guard and defend the purity and integrity of the Church's Faith and Moral Teaching.

6.1. j Incompetence of Church Bodies to Alter Truth

We disclaim any right or competence to suppress, alter or amend any of the ancient Ecumenical Creeds and definitions of Faith, to set aside or depart from Holy Scripture, or to alter or deviate from the essential pre-requisites of any Sacrament.

6.1. k Unity with Other Believers

We declare our firm intention to seek and achieve full sacramental communion and visible unity with other Christians who "worship the Trinity in Unity, and Unity in Trinity," and who hold the Catholic and Apostolic Faith in accordance with the foregoing principles.
6.2. PRINCIPLES OF MORALITY

6.2. a Christian Conscience 

The conscience, as the inherent knowledge of right and wrong, cannot stand alone as a sovereign arbiter of morals. Every Christian is obligated to form his conscience by the Divine Moral Law and the Mind of Christ as revealed in Holy Scriptures, and by the teaching and Tradition of the Church. We hold that when the Christian conscience is thus properly informed and ruled, it must affirm the following moral principles: 

6.2. b Individual Responsibility

All people, individually and collectively, are responsible to their Creator for their acts, motives, thoughts and words, since "we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ." 

6.2. c Sanctity of Human Life

Every human being, from the time of his conception, is a creature and child of God, made in His image and likeness, an infinitely precious soul; and that the unjustifiable or inexcusable taking of life is always sinful.
6.2. d Man's Duty to God

All people are bound by the dictates of the Natural Law and by the revealed Will of God, insofar as they can discern them.

6.2. e Family Life

The God-given sacramental bond in marriage between one man and one woman is God's loving provision for procreation and family life, and sexual activity is to be practiced only within the bonds of Holy Matrimony.

6.2. f Man as Sinner

We recognize that man, is born sinless but as inheritor of the consequences of original sin, is "very far gone from original righteousness," and as a rebel against God's authority is liable to His righteous judgment.

6.2. g Man and God's Grace

We recognize, too, that God loves His children and particularly has shown it forth in the redemptive work of our Lord Jesus Christ, and that man cannot be saved by any effort of his own, but by the Grace of God, through repentance and acceptance of God's forgiveness. 

6.2. h Christian's Duty to be Moral

We believe, therefore, it is the duty of the Church and her members to bear witness to Christian Morality, to follow it in their lives, and to reject the false standards of the world.
6.3 PRINCIPLES OF ACTION

6.3. a Intercommunion with other Apostolic Churches

The Council remains in full communion with the Patriarchates of Jerusalem, Alexandria, Antioch, Constantinople, Rome and should actively seek similar relations with all other Apostolic and Catholic Churches, provided that agreement in the essentials of Faith and Order first be reached. 

6.3. c Non-Involvement with Non-Apostolic Groups

We recognize that the World Council of Churches, and many national and other Councils adhering to the World Council, are non-Apostolic, humanist and secular in purpose and practice, and that under such circumstances, we cannot be members of any of them. We also recognize that the Consultation of Church Union (COCU) and all other such schemes, being non-Apostolic and non-Catholic in their present concept and form, are unacceptable to us, and that we cannot be associated with any of them. 

6.3. d Need for Sound Theological Training

Re-establishment of spiritual, orthodox and scholarly theological education under Episcopal supervision is imperative, and should be encouraged and promoted by all in authority; and learned and godly bishops, other clergy and lay people should undertake and carry on that work without delay. 
6.3. e Financial Affairs

The right of congregations to control of their temporalities should be firmly and constitutionally recognized and protected. 

6.3. f Administrative Matters

Administration should, we believe, be limited to the most simple and necessary acts, so that emphasis may be centered on worship, pastoral care, spiritual and moral soundness, personal good works, and missionary outreach, in response to God's love for us. 

6.3. g The Church as Witness to Truth

We recognize also that, as keepers of God's will and truth for man, we can and ought to witness to that will and truth against all manifest evils, remembering that we are as servants in the world, but God's servants first. 

6.3. h Continuation, Not Innovation

We do nothing new. We form no new body, but continue as Orthodox and Catholic. 

6.4 Proclamation

NOW, THEREFORE, deeply aware of our duty to all who love and believe the Faith of our Fathers, of our duty to God, who alone shall judge what we do, we make this Affirmation. Before God, we claim our Orthodox/Catholic inheritance, and proclaim the same to the whole Church, through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with the Father and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.

7. WITHDRAWAL FROM MEMBERSHIP
7.1 The Churches of this Council pledge themselves, and any Church or other appropriate jurisdiction seeking membership in this Council shall likewise pledge itself, that no member body of this Council shall withdraw itself from the same except by a concurring vote of two-thirds of the full membership of the highest Synod of that body. 

8. EXPULSION FROM MEMBERSHIP
8.1 Where it becomes evident to the Patriarchal Council that any member Church or Province, or any Bishop thereof, is responsible for promoting or endorsing any doctrine, teaching or other activity contrary to the Fundamental Declarations or Ruling Principles of this Concordat, it shall be competent for the Patriarchal Council to deal with such matter by means of:

(A) Education and moral suasion; and/or

(B) Suspension or expulsion of any or all of the Bishops of the Church or Province concerned from membership in the Council; and/or

(D) Suspension or expulsion of the Church or Province concerned from membership in this Council, as the case may require, and as hereinafter provided.
8.2 No cause for suspension or expulsion shall be entertained unless supported by a formal written statement submitted to Patriarchal Council, signed by at least three members of the Council.

8.3 This Council relies upon the Patriarchal Council to take such measures as may be proper and necessary to protect the integrity of the Faith and Order of Christ's Church throughout, and to conduct any inquiries pertinent thereto with propriety, charity and equity, including reliance upon such assistance as may be rendered by the Advisory Committee.

9. MEETINGS
9.1 The Council shall meet also within six months of any petition to meet, signed by a majority of its members.
10. COMMON LIFE AND WITNESS
10.1 Acknowledging that "We who are many are one body in Christ, for we all share in the one bread," and recalling the Apostolic injunction to do good unto all men and especially unto them that are of the household of faith, the Churches and Provinces of this Council rejoice in the opportunities that our common life may provide for common effort and witness in the areas of evangelism, education, works of mercy and other imperatives of the Gospel, for the greater glory of God and the salvation of all men.

10.2 Towards these ends we rely upon the Primus, with the advice and consent of the Council, to continue all efforts to establish relationships of intercommunion with other ecclesial bodies attempting in good faith to maintain Traditional and Orthodox Faith and Order with a view to eventual full union in this Communion.

10.3 Upon the Primus, with the advice and consent of the Council, we also devolve specific responsibility for entering into and initiating such conversations with Bishops of other Orthodox Communities within the One, Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church as may promote that Unity which is Christ's will for His Church. 

11. EFFECTIVE DATE, DEFINITIONS AND INTERIM PROVISIONS
11.1 This Concordat shall come into effect upon ratification, endorsement or similar indication of acceptance by at least two-thirds of the appropriate Synods or equivalent bodies of the initial member Church and Provinces of this Council, by such procedure as shall be established in each such member body.

11.2 (A) Where the phrase, "appropriate Synods or equivalent bodies of the member Churches and Provinces" is used in this Concordat, it refers to the highest legislative body of each such Church or Province by whatever designation, such as 'Provincial Synod,' 'Holy Synod,' 'General Synod,' 'Bishop-in-Council,' 'General Council,' or the like. 

(B) The expressions, "Churches and Provinces" and "Church or Province" may be read to include such single dioceses (or where necessary even isolated congregations or groups of congregations in need of Episcopal oversight) or other appropriate ecclesiastical jurisdictions as may become member bodies of this Council.

SIGNATURES OF CONCORDATES

 

I, ___________________________________, member for ____________________________, do solemnly swear to uphold this Concordat with utmost conviction, aided by Divine Grace, with God as my Judge.

Signature: _____________________________________________    Date: ___________________

[ SEAL ]

**************************************************************************************************

This _________ day of ___________________ 200____

I, _______________________________________, having first duly sworn and deposed the above individual under oath, set my seal upon this document. My commission end on:

 

__________________________, 200_____

______________________________________



Notary Signature

[ NOTARY SEAL ]
